A boy, 3 years of age, drew a shoe fastener into his larynx four weeks before he was brought for examination. He was aphonic, and dyspnea was moderate. The foreign body could be feltin the vestibule, but could. not be seen. Under chloroform anesthesia, and the patient on his back with his head hanging over the top of the table, a vaginal retractor four inches long was used in an unsuccessful endeavor to examine the larynx. A forceps was then used without effect, and finally the cricoid and two upper rings of the trachea were divided. By means of a tracheal for-.ceps the shoe-eyelet hook was pushed upward and caught by the finger. A pneumonia complieated the recovery.
